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Cross Section for Leach Bed 
  
 

Top View 

NOTE: TANK PLUMBING SHOULD 
NOT BE CONNECTED TO HOUSE 
PRIOR TO INSPECTION 

These diagrams are for example purposes 
only; they are not to TRUE scale. 

To calculate the divisor per 
linear foot of bed, add both 
sides of the sidewall 
absorption area (effective 
depth) plus the bottom 
absorption area (width). In the 
example below, the effective 
depth is 3’ and the width is 
12’. The divisor would be             
18 (3 + 3 + 12). 18 is the 
maximum allowable divisor. 
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Example Calculation 

Disposal Pipe 

Side View 

Sidewall absorption area 
(effective depth):1 to 3 feet below 
the distribution pipe 

100’ maximum length 

3’ from end of 
bed, cap end 
of pipe 

9” to 14” backfill  

Inspections risers, solid pipe above 
aggregate, perforated below 

Top of Mound 

Landscape filter cloth, 
geotextile or similar 
porous material 

2” aggregate 
over pipe 

Level, 3” or 4” perforated distribution pipe (holes at 4 & 8 o’clock) 

Tank 

D-Box 

Solid pipe with 
watertight joints 

Inspection Risers, required 
for all beds 

 

Width of beds: 10 to 12 feet 

Level,       
3” or 4” 
perforated 
distribution 
pipe (holes 
at 4 & 8 
o’clock) 

4’ to 6’ 
separation 

Overall length not 
to exceed 100’ 

3’ from pipe 
to edge of 

bed 

3’ from pipe to 
edge of bed  

Aggregate: ¾” to 2 ½” diameter, 
screened & washed, offering 
30% or more void space 

3’ solid 
pipe 

¾” PVC pipe placed every 10’ 
to be used as depth markers 
and to verify that the bottom of 
the bed is level. Place pipes 
down the middle of the bed. 

Additional 
inspection riser, 
to be installed if 
length of bed is 
greater than 50’ 
in length 

Inspection Riser, 
required for all beds 

6” maximum cover to cap 

Inspection Riser, 
required for all beds 


